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EDUCATION 
Habilitation (02/2014) University of Potsdam, Quaternary Geology 
Ph.D. (12/2000) University of Potsdam and the GeoForschungsZentrum (GFZ) Potsdam, 

Geology 
Diploma (05/1997) Justus-Liebig-University of Giessen, Geology 
Abitur (06/1990) Johanneum-Gymnasium Herborn, Hessen 

 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Since 03/2015 Research Scientist, University Frankfurt/Heidelberg 
08/2011 – 02/2015 Research Scientist, GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences, 

Potsdam, Section 5.2 – Climate dynamics and landscape evolution 
03/2011 – 07/2011 Research Assistant, GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences, 

Potsdam, Section 5.2 – Climate dynamics and landscape evolution 
09/2010 – 02/2011 self-employed, guest scientist at the GFZ German Research Centre for 

Geosciences, Potsdam 
04/2010 – 08/2010 self-employed, lecturer at the Austin Community College and translator at 

the “Inlingua” language school in Austin, Texas, USA 
01/2010 – 03/2010 self-employed, teacher at the ‘Abrakadabra’ language pre-school in 

Potsdam 
10/2008 – 01/2010 maternity leave, unemployed 
04/2006 – 09/2008 Research fellow at the Institute for Geophysics, University of Texas at 

Austin (UTIG), USA 
10/2005 – 04/2006 unemployed guest scientist at the GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam, 

Section 3.3 – Climate dynamics and sediments 
10/2000 – 10/2005 Postdoctoral Fellow, GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam, Section 3.3 – 

Climate dynamics and sediments 
05/1997 – 09/2000 Graduate Research Assistant, GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam, Section 

3.3 – Sediments and Basin analysis 
01/1994 – 05/1997 University fellow, Institute for Geosciences, Justus-Liebig-University of 

Giessen and University of Frankfurt a.M. 
 
 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
• March 2013: Lecturer of the international short courses “Tephrochronology” at the University of 

Potsdam / GFZ Potsdam (20 hours) 
• September 2012: Lecturer at the INTIMATE summer school at the GFZ Potsdam (8 hours) 
• May 2012: Lecturer of the short course “Tephrochronology” at the University of Potsdam / GFZ 

Potsdam (26 hours) 
• September 2011: Co-Lecturer of the short course “Exercises in Quaternary Geology” (Prof. A. 

Brauer) at the University of Potsdam / GFZ Potsdam (30 hours) 



 
 

• June-August 2010: Lecturer of the course “Physical Geology” (class room lecture, laboratory 
exercises, fieldtrip) at the Austin Community College in Austin, USA (96 hours) 

• October 2006 - January 2008: Lecturer of the laboratory course “Techniques in extracting 
palaeoenvironmental information from lake sediments” at the University of Texas at Austin 
(USA), Department of Geography and the Environment (20 hours per week) 

• October 2006: Guest lecturer at the Department of Geography and the Environment, two lectures 
within the course “Quaternary Landscapes” and “Natural and environmental hazards” (4 hours) 

• September 2006: Co-leader of a 1-day coring field trip in the Palmetto State Park (Texas, USA), 
University of Texas at Austin, Department of Geography and the Environment 

 
 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

• Co-convener of the INTIMATE tephra workshop “From Greenland to the Levantine: developing 
a tephra based framework for palaeoclimate correlation in the North Atlantic and Europe over the 
last 60,000 years”, April 25-26, 2014, University of Pisa, Italy. 

• Co-convener of the INTIMATE workshop “Towards high-precision chronologies”, 
February 7-9, 2011, GFZ Potsdam, Germany 

• Co-convener of the International Helmert summer school “Natural climate variability 
from 10,000 years to the present day”, September 12-18, 2002, GFZ Potsdam,  

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIPS 
• Member of the Editorial Board of “Quaternary Science Reviews” 

• International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of the Earth’s Interior (IAVCEI) 

• International Union of Quaternary Research – International focus group on Tephrochronology and 
Volcanism (INQUA-INTAV) 

• Virtual Institute of Integrated Climate and Landscape Evolution Analyses (ICLEA) 
 

 
 
SCIENTIFIC PROJECTS (in chronological order) 
• “Tephrostratigraphy of the Ciomadul volcanic province, Romania” (2014-), in collaboration with 

the Romanian Academy of Science (Dr. Daniel Veres), Eötvös University/Hungaria (Prof. Dávid 
Karátson) and Keele University/U.K. (Dr. Ralf Gertisser) 

• “Synchronisation of high-resolution lacustrine sediments and palaeosoils in Northeastern 
Germany and Poland by tephrochronology” (2011-), in collaboration with members of the 
REKLIM, ICLEA, TERENO and INTIMATE projects  

• “Tephrochronology of Lake Iznik, Turkey” (2010-2011): in collaboration with the University of 
Bonn (Dr. Sven-Oliver Franz, Patricia Roeser) 

• “Tephrochronology of core HM03-10-133 from the Norwegian Sea” (2010-2011): GFZ German 
Research Centre for Geosciences (Dr. Janina Baier) 

• “Tephrochronology of the Rehwiese palaeolake sequence, Berlin, Germany” (2010-2012): GFZ 
German Research Centre for Geosciences (Prof. Dr. Achim Brauer, Ina Neugebauer) 



 
 

• “RESET – Response of Humans to Abrupt Environmental Transitions”, in cooperation with Royal 
Holloway University of London (Prof. John Lowe, Prof. Martin McKenzie, Dr. Simon Blockley, 
Dr. Paul Albert, Dr. Emma Tomlinson, Dr. Mark Hardiman), Oxford University (Dr. Victoria 
Smith, Dr. Christine Lane) 

• „Tephrochronology of Tenaghi Philippon“ (2008): tephrochronological dating of the high-
resolution peat sequence of Tenaghi Philippon (Macedonia), in collaboration with the University 
of Frankfurt (Dr. Ulrich Müller, Prof. Dr. Jörg Pross)  

• “Paleoclimate reconstruction of laminated lake sediments from Efate (Vanuatu) and Fiji, South 
Pacific” (2007-): Pilot project, in collaboration with UTIG (Dr. Frederick Taylor, Dr. Terrence 
Quinn), DGMWR Port Vila, Vanuatu (Douglas Charley, Morris Jim Harrison), SOPAC Suva, 
Fiji (Michael Bonte) 

• “Assessing slope stability at Caracas Bay (Curacao, Netherlands Antilles)” (2007-2008): 
reconstruction of  Tsunami, storm and drought events from lake and shallow marine sediments, in 
collaboration with UTIG  (Dr. Matthew Hornbach, Dr. Paul Mann) 

• “NicLakes project” (2006-2008): seismological guided coring survey to interpret tectonic features 
in the Nicaragua depression and to reconstruct Holocene paleoclimate and –environmental 
variability in the Tropics, in collaboration with UTIG (Dr. Paul Mann, Dr. Kirk McIntosh), UT 
Department of Geography and the Environment (Dr. Robert Dull), UTDGS (Dr. James Gardner), 
Illinois State University (Dr. Amy Bloom), Northeastern Illinois University (Dr. Jennifer Slate) 

• “Tephrochronology of Lake Ohrid (Macedonia/Albany)”(2004-2005): in collaboration with the 
University of Leipzig (Dr. Bernd Wagner), Laboratoire des Sciences du Climat et del’ 
Environement, Gif-sur-Yvette, France (Dr. Ulrich von Grafenstein), University of Pisa, Italy (Dr. 
Roberto Sulpizio, Dr. Giovanni Zanchetta) 

• “Tephrochronology of the sediments from Laguna Potrok Aike (Southern Patagonia)”(2003-
2005): SALSA Project, GEOPOLAR, University of Bremen, Germany (Prof. Bernd Zolitschka, 
Dr. Torsten Haberzettl) 

•  “Proximal-medial distal tephrostratigraphic investigations in the central Apennines (southern 
Italy)”(2004): in collaboration with the University of Pisa, Italy (Dr. Roberto Sulpizio, Dr. 
Giovanni Zanchetta) 

•  “Tephra studies in Loess deposits from south-eastern Europe”(2003-2004): in collaboration with 
the University of Bayreuth (Dr. Ulrich Hambach), the Romanian Academy of Bucharest (Dr. Ioan 
Seghedi) and the University of Novi Sad (Prof. Slobodan Marković) 

•  “Tephrostratigraphy of sediment records from the Valle de Santiago maar lakes (Michuacan-
Guanojuato volcanic field, central Mexico)”(2002-2003): in collaboration with UNAM 
Querétaro, Mexico (Dr. Harald Böhnel, Dr. Gerardo Carrasco Nuñez) and the University of 
California, Berkeley, USA (Dr. Roger A. Byrne) 

•  “Tephrochronology of the Pianico-Sellere interglacial deposits (Northern Italy)”(2001-2002): 
GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam (Dr. Achim Brauer) and University of Bergamo, Italy (Clara 
Mangili) 

• “Marine tephrochronology of sediments from the Sea of Marmara”(1999-): in collaboration with 
the Free University of Berlin (Dr. Thomas Kuhn), University of Freiburg, Germany (Prof. Jörg 
Keller, Dr. Michael Kraml) and Istanbul Technical University (Prof. Namik Cagatay) 

•  “Tephrostratigraphy of the 133 ka sediment record of Lago Grande di Monticchio, Southern 
Italy”(1997-): ICDP/KTB project (1997-2000), GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam (Prof. Jörg 
F.W. Negendank); in collaboration with the  Osservatorio Vesuviano, Naples, Italy (Prof. 
Giovanni Orsi, Prof. Lucia Civetta, Dr. Lucia Pappalardo, Dr. Monica Piochi), University of Pisa, 
Italy (Prof. Raffaelo Cioni, Dr. Roberto Sulpizio, Dr. Giovanni Zanchetta, Prof. Mauro Rosi), 
University of Rome (Dr. Biagio Giaccio, Dr. Gianluca Sottili) 

 



 
 

FIELD CAMPAIGNS 
• Seismological guided coring campaign at Caracas Bay, Curacao, August 2007, in cooperation 

with Dr. Matthew Hornbach and Dr. Paul Mann (UTIG)  

• Lake sediment sampling campaign in Vanuatu and Fiji, May 2007, in cooperation with Dr. 
Frederick Taylor (UTIG) 

• Coring campaign Lake Nicaragua, Nicaragua, May/June 2006, in cooperation with Dr. Robert 
Dull (UT Department of Geography and the Environment), Dr. Kirk McIntosh, Dr. Paul Mann, 
Justin Funk (UTIG) 

• Lake coring campaign in Central Mexico, September/October 2004, in cooperation with Dr. 
Ulrike Kienel (GFZ Potsdam) and Dr. Harald Böhnel (UNAM Queretaro) 

• Tephra and lake sediment sampling campaign, Valle de Santiago, Central Mexico, 
February/March 2003, in cooperation with Dr. Ulrike Kienel (GFZ Potsdam), Dr. Harald Böhnel 
and Dr. Gerado Carrasco Nuñez (UNAM Queretaro) 

• Lake coring campaign at Lago Grande di Monticchio, southern Italy, August/September 2000, in 
co-operation with Dr. Jens Mingram (GFZ Potsdam) 

• Coring survey Eifel maar lakes (Germany, June 1998) and Masurian lakes (Poland, June 1999), 
in cooperation with Dr. Thomas Kulbe and Dr. Cathrin Brüchmann (GFZ Potsdam) 
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